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You’re a softboy, Charlie Brown.
In the modern world, there has been an ”epidemic of the softboy”, 
seen in today’s dating culture and youth society. When walking 
around the exhibition at Somerset House, I couldn’t help but 
associate the open sensitivity and extreme emotions of Charlie 
Brown to the 21st century softboy. Focusing on the loneliness he 
experiences, translating into the digital age in which it is easy to 
become isolated behind screens, the narrative draws on Charlie’s 
friendships with the other Peanuts characters, love, and how I 
imagine he would behave in current times. Furthermore, through 
photographing a series of different “Charlies”, I address the notion 
that Charlie Brown is a representative of the everyman, as 
suggested by Schulz, himself, when discussing the creation of 
Peanuts. 

“Nothing takes the taste out of peanut butter quite like unrequited 
love” - Charles M. Schulz.









Softboy
[noun]
Similar, though not to be confused with a 
“fuckboy”, a “softboy” typically attracts a girl 
by going for her heart and emotions, rather 
than her physical features. A softboy is often 
insecure, without the cocky attitude of a 
fuckboy, wears oversized sweaters, beanies, 
tends to have soft natural hair and a skater 
aesthetic. He will continue to message the 
girl in order to “get to know her below the 
surface”, but ultimately cannot commit to a 
serious relationship due to his own emotional 
instability.
“You’re a softboy, Charlie Brown”.
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